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Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant 
hereby notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which 
are hsted on the attached Form PTO-1449 and/or listed herein and which the 
Examiner may deem relevant to patentabiUty of the claims of the above- 
identified apphcation. 



The relevance of German Publication Nos. DE 44 32 514 Al and DE 196 
05 588 to the subject matter of the present invention is given in the Background 
and Summary of the Invention in the specification of the present invention. 

CONCISE EXPLANATION OF NON-ENGLISH LANGUAGE DOCUMENTS 
In comphance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(a)(3) for foreign language documents. Applicant encloses herewith a copy 
of a corresponding foreign language documents, Applicant encloses herewith a 



STATEMENT OF RELEVANCE 



Page 1 of 3 



Atty. Docket 095309.554 13US 
PCT/EP03/02525 



^0/509758 



DT09 Rec'd PCT/PTO 3 0 SEP 20W 



copy of a corresponding foreign Search Report citing such documents, together 
with an Enghsh-language version (if not already included) of that portion of the 
Search Report indicating the degree of relevance found by the foreign office. Also 
enclosed is a German Office Action dated September 10, 2002, of which an 
EngUsh translation will be filed at a later date. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (1) no later 
than three months firom the application's filing date or (2) before the maiUhg 
date of the first Office Action on the merits (whichever is later), and therefore no 
certification imder 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R.§ 1.17(p) is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission 
that any such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present 
application. Applicant does not waive any right to take any action that would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent 
reference against the claims of the present application. 

If necessary, the paper should be considered as a petition for consideration 
of the Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d)(2) and that 
the petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(i) in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation If not in confonmance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO 
Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent 
documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symlx)ls 
as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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